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WINDOWS PROGRAMMING: AS EASY AS PIE

aking the leap into
Windows programming
is much easier than it

once was. Five years ago, when |
first hired a Windows program-
mer, it was a given that the candi-
date would know C intimately and
that I'd have to spend nine
months training that programmer.
Now, there's a middle ground:
programming systems for the rest
of us. Three new products, Visual
Basic and Access by Microsoft
and Borland's ObjectVision, make
programming in Windows simple
enough to be possible for the
novice yet powerful enough to be
used by professional consultants.
COMPUTE chose these three
programs among many other
capable, “easy” development
environments because each one
strikes the right balance in a com-
plex mix of features, stability,
price, documentation, raw power,
and third-party support. Each is
relatively open, and each can be
extended in some way using C.
All of them allow you to program
the application’s user interface
visually, using the mouse to posi-
tion controls such as buttons and
scroll bars. All are programmable
to some extent, and all allow you
to place Windows bitmaps in your
applications and to interact with
the Clipboard, DDE, and OLE.

'INDOWS
ﬁ&: I MINC(

%

The price range is dramatic:
$149.95 for ObjectVision and
$199.00 for Visual Basic to
$495.00 for Access. But that
doesn't even tell the whole story.
Borland offers generous runtime
license terms for ObjectVision,
allowing you to distribute, at no
extra cost, a version of the pro-
gram that can be used to execute
but not create applications. You
can also distribute your Visual
Basic programs. But Access
doesn’t come with a runtime mod-
ule; for that, you pay an extra
$495.00 for the Access
Developer's Kit—a total invest-
ment of $1,000.00 if you want oth-
ers to use your Access programs
without owning Access itself. On
the other hand, Access is a much
more powerful tool than
ObjectVision, and while both pro-
grams emphasize (but are not lim-
ited to) database development, its
price is in line with similar high-
end database developer's tools
such as FoxPro and dBASE V.

There's a point at which all
such “easy-to-use" solutions
begin to resist you, a point at
which flexibility must lose to ease
of use. | call this the wall, because
there is no way to get over this
obstacle when you come to it. You
can do anything in Windows with
C. You can do almost everything

' BY TOM CAMPBELL
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CONPUTES

ULTIMATE POWER DISK

Don’t miss the dazzling, ready-to-run DOS and Windows
programs on this issue’s disk!

Program Manager
Modifier

Add your own
custom menu items
to the Windows
Program Manager
or other Windows
applications.

“"mt'im usccger

P.lm
;;.uul.m

Cvnllul Panel
SnsEdn .
Clipbaard

Cp oy g =
s

Uninstall

The program sim-
plifies the process
of removing
unwanted pro-
grams from your
system.

ST SIS T e
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Target

The program will
search out normal
files, files com-
pressed in archives,
or files with the
archive bit set.

PC Padlock
Keep prying eyes
away from your
sensitive files with
PC Padlock.

Subscribe to COMPUTE’s PC Disk, and every other month—six
times a year—you'll receive a disk chock-full of great DOS and Windows programs,
including powerful applications, sleek utilities, and eye-popping graphics.

For Single Disks

YES!| want to power up my PC. Send me this issue's
COMPUTE's PC Disk. I'll pay $9.95 for each 51/a-inch or
31/z-inch disk plus $2.00 shipping and handling per disk.

Please indicate how many disks of each format you'd like:
51/s-inch disk(s) at $9.95 each

2 _ 31/z-inch disk(s) at $9.95 each
— Subtotal
Sales tax (Residents of NC and NY, please add
appropriate sales tax for your area. Canadian
orders, add 7% goods and services tax.)
- Shipping and handling ($2.00 U.S. and Canada,
$3.00 surface mail; $5.00 airmail per disk)
Total enclosed
Send your order to COMPUTE's PC Disk
324 W. Wendover Ave., Ste. 200
Greensboro, NC 27408

All orders must be paid in U.S. funds by check drawn on a U.S. bank or by money order
MasterCard or VISA accepted for orders over $20. This offer will be filled only at the
above address and is nol made in conjunction with any other magazine or disk-sub-
scription offer. Please allow 4-6 weeks for delivery of single issues or for subscription to
begin. Sorry, but telephone orders cannot be accepted.

Disks available only for IBM PC and compatible computers.

Offer good while supplies last.

For Subscriptions
YES!| want to save even more! Start my one-year maga-
zine and disk subscription to COMPUTE and COMPUTE's
PC Disk right away.

— 51s-inch $49.95 per year
— 31/z2-inch $49.95 per year
For delivery outside the U.S. or Canada, add $10.00 for postage
and handling.

Name
Address -
ey ...
Stale!Provmce G o
ZIP/Postal Code ————— S e
Total Enclosed - g

Check or Money Order
Credit Card No. ——
Expiration Date Gl
Signature — e e e
Daytime Telephone No.

Send your order to COMPUTE's PC Disk
P.O. Box 3244
Harlan, IA 51539-2424
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COMPUTE Bookshelf

Official Guides For Your PC

Pro Links:

The Official Guide fo Links and
Microsoft Golf

For all versions of Llinks and Microsoft Golf. Includes
hole-by-hole tips for all nine courses.

$16.95/C2699

The Official Book of King’s Quest,
Third Edition
Covers King's Quest | to V1. Hints, tips, and maps.

$16.95/C2745

The Official Book of Ultima,

Second Edition

Covers Ultima | through VI, Savage Empire, Martian
Dreams, and the

Nintendo versions. Hints, tips, maps, and solutions.

$18.95/C2648

The Official Guide to Sid Meier’s
Civilization

Includes insider hints, tips, and strategies.
$14.95/C2591

The Official Guide to Sid Meier’s
Railroad Tycoon

'lf yoi love Railroad Freoon . . . gie?

Russel Sipe's Book.'

Jerry Poumnelle, Byte magozine

$12.95/€2443

The Official Book of Leisure Suit Larry,
Second Edition
Written with the help of Al lowe. Covers all of

larry's adveniures.
$14.95/C2567

The Official Book of Police Quest

Covers Police Quest | through Il
Includes just the right hints and fips. Complete maps.

$14.95/C2605

‘ YES! Please send me the books listed below

The Official Guide to

Roger Wilco's Sruce Adventures
Covers Space Quest | through IV.

Hundreds of hinis and clues. Complete maps.

$14.95/€2370
Spellcasting 101: The Official
Hont

Wiitten by the staff o legend Entertainment Com-
pany, publishers of Spellcasting 101.

$9.95/C2583

Other Books from COMPUTE for Your PC

A-Train Railroading
The comprehensive guide.
$16.95/C2737

COMPUTE Magazine’s Power Tips
Qur readers favorife hints and

fips for getting more from your PC. Compiled by
the editors af COMPUTE

magazine.

$16.95/C2761
The Big Book of PC Sports

A must for every computer sports fan.
$14.95/C2400

Desktop Publishing with GeoWorks

From GeoWorks Press.
The comprehensive guide fo DTP with GeoWorks.

$18.95/€2532

101 Essential Word for Windows Tips
$9.95/C2664

101 Essential Windows Tips
$9.95/C2621

101 Essential Excel for Windows Tips
$9.95/€263X

Mail to: COMPUTE Books, ¢/o CCC,

All payments must ba made in U.S. funds. Checks ond money orders must be from a U.S. bank. Offer good while supplies last. Plecse cllow four weeks for delivery.

1
1
]
1
1 Code Title Amount 2500 McClellan Ave.,
[
: C Pennsauken, NJ 08109.
1
: € Method of Payment:
1 C [ Ivisa
'
: C |MC
: c Check
: e Money Order
)
1
E Credit-Card No. Exp. Date Total.
! Name Sales Tax. Residents of NY, NJ, and NC add oppropriate
: w sales tax. Canadian orders odd 7% GTS.
ress
b Shipping and Handling. North America odd $2.50 for
y City State P first book, $.50 each additional book. Outside North Ameri-
' co odd $6.00 for first book, $1.00 each additional book.
: Signature Grand Total
1
1
1
"
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Once you set foot into Middle Earthy

there's no turning back. Because when vou
feel the fierce g‘lam of Sauron’s red eye and the
heat of the Balrogs’ fire tln'ough the magic of
CD-ROM for M 1S-DOS, you,]l be immersed
in the ultimate adventure.

Are you skilled enougln to defeat your evil foes in

real-time par[y-]wsecl combat? Find out as footagc
from the originak Ralpll Bakshi arlima’fecl movie
i classic ljmlgs tln_e:éi‘éllts,

sounds and SEHEes o£ :
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Loty Lok

By Paul C. Schuytema

deck of cards is unimposing all by itself,
but put those cards in the hands of a deal-
er, and they seem to come alive. Fifty-two

cards. That's all there are. And yet that finite number
yields an almost infinite array of games. One of the
most popular of these permutations is poker, a game of
posturing and anticipating, all to create a hand of cards
numerically superior to the others.

Poker has been with us for centuries, evolving from
the French game of Gilet in the sixteenth century. During
the French Revolution, the first serious betting tech-
nigues were applied to the game, and later, the English
added the skill of bluffing. Poker, aimost more than any
other card game, is focused on a system of wagering
which adds interest and financial reward to the game.
Close on the heels of poker in terms of sheer popularity
is the game of blackjack, or twenty-one, a fast and sim-
ple game that draws crowds at nearly any casino.

Since the very earliest days of
computers, the electronic world has
been simulating the world of the
52-card deck. Now, these
games have advanced far

beyond just a good play, providing instruction, statis-
tics, and advanced theoretical problem solving.

Video Poker

Because of the universal popularity of games like
poker, casinos have recognized a huge potential in
their slot halls, and slot manufacturing companies such
as Sigma and International Gaming Technology (IGT)
have answered the call by marrying the game of poker
to the traditional slot machine to produce the most pop-
ular casino game machine to date: video poker.

Video poker is basically a five-card draw hand (with
many house variations) which is played on a betting
machine in a casino (or in a pub or tavern). The player
drops in quarters to place a bet, five cards are present-
ed on the color monitor, and the player decides which
cards to hold and which to throw. Then the draw is
made, and if the hand comes up a winner, coins fall into
the lucky patron's lap. Otherwise (and
most often), the video poker machine

deals a losing hand and prompts

the player to drop in more
quarters to bet again.
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