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HOWARD MILLMAN

ROBOTS MIGHT SOON SAVE
HUMANS FROM HAVING TO
DEAL WITH SOCIETY'S
OLDEST AND NEWEST
CRISES: WARFARE AND
HAZARDOUS WASTE

ELP WANTED: Dedi-

cated employee to clean

up life-threatening chem-

ical spills, patrol leaking
underground radioactive
waste tanks, and launch
single-handed assaults on ar-
mored vehicles in enemy terri-
tory. Benefits include frequent
battery recharging, the very
latest in artificial intelligence,
neural network and expert sys-
tem programs, along with the
infinite gratitude of humans
spared from filling these roles.

Scientists call robots that
do this kind of work smart. In
this case the word smart has
far less to do with common
sense than with computerized
intelligence used to make
high-level decisions. Long the
darling of science fiction writ-
ers and movie producers, ro-
bots have traditionally been
portrayed as intelligent ma-
chines performing work too
dangerous or too dull for hu-
mans. Despite these decades-
old prophecies, however,
totally independent robots still
exist only in fiction and the
minds of visionaries. &
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