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THE RIGHT BOOK CAN HELP YOU
MASTER DOS, HARDWARE,
APPLICATIONS, AND
PROGRAMMING

hether you re a novice, a power
user, or a programmer, books
can help you get the most out of
your PC. But selecting the right reading ma-
terial isn’t always easy. There are hundreds
of good PC books. Which do you choose?
One of the best ways to go about
choosing a book is to get recommendations
from other readers. If a friend has found a
book useful, chances are you’ll find it use-
ful, too. That’s the approach we recently
took at COMPUTE. We asked our editors
to vote for their favorite PC books in four
categories—DOS, hardware, applications,
and programming—and in this article, we
share the results with you.
For each of the four categories, we de-
cided to limit ourselves to four choices.
This wasn’t easy: There are scores of excel-

lent PC books, and choosing just four in
any category naturally leaves out many oth-
er excellent titles.

We had another problem when select-
ing books. Since COMPUTE publications
has its own book-publishing division—
COMPUTE Books—we felt there would be
a conflict of interest if we voted for our own
titles. For this reason, we excluded COM-
PUTE Books selections from our list.

But at the same time, we realized that
any article on the best PC books would be
lopsided without some COMPUTE titles,
so we asked COMPUTE Books’ editor in
chief, Stephen Levy, to round out our cov-
erage by giving us the scoop on four of
COMPUTE Books’ top PC titles. That
added up to 20 books, the best in PC litera-
ture. And now, the envelope, please. ... >
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