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Thinner, shorter, smaller,
lighter. The four words that
guided the Japanese consumer
electronics revolution are now
being applied to computers,
with startling results. Other
adjectives applicable to
Japanese computers include
faster, cheaper, and different.

The Japanese, having
committed themselves to the
creation of an information-
based society, are ringing
changes on the nature,
purposes, and goals of
computing. Data is the coin
of the realm, knowledge the
currency, and computer power
the raw material on which the
Japanese economy increasingly
rests.
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JAPAN S
REINVENTING THE
COMPUTER—AND
MAYBE THE FUTURE

KEITH FERRELL
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Thiee Ready-to-Go
Sofytware Kits tyor

HNowme Blusiness
Stantups

ou’ve made up your mind. You’re going

to take the plunge and start your own

business. Good for you. You've set up a

home office. You've shopped long and
hard for a computer, printer, and telephone.
You’ve even stocked up on pencils, pens, and
paper. You're ready for business.

Not quite. To turn that PC into your
personal bookkeeper, secretary, file clerk,
forms maker, and more, you'll need software.

But one trip to the store can shock your
wallet. It's going to cost a lot to fill your
computer’s hard disk, especially if you're set
on buying the big-name products. Lotus I-2-3
runs $695 a copy, WordPerfect costs $495, and
dBase IV . .. well, you don’t want to know. >

NovEMBER F3g\wicofimbdote.ca
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Odd things can happen to computers in the middle
of the night. But when you choose a Northgate™
time of day doesn't matter.

Call us toll-free 24 hours a day, 365 days a year. Youll
talk to a knowledgeable technician or sales repre-
sentative. Not a recording.

©Copyright Northgate Computer Systems, Inc. 1990. All rights reserved. Northgate and the Big N’ logo are registered trademarks of Northgate Computer Systems, Inc.

We could go on and on about the free and unlimited
technical support that comes with your Northgate
computer. But, Dr. Jerry Pournelle put it best in
BYTEMagazine, when he selected our technical sup-
portas °..the standard that other mail order computer
companies must match.”
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Learn more about all the other Northgate advantages, NORTHGATE
including dependable award-winning system perfor- A v COMPUTER

mance. Call us tollHree at 800-548-1993. You know

wee always here.

SYSTEMS

; Here tonight. Here tomorrow.
But quietly, please. You wouldn't want to wake the 7075 Flying Cloud Drive, Eden Prairie, MN 55344

Other Compames' Circle Reader Service Number 251

*BYTE Magazine, May 1990, Jerry Pournelle holds a doctorate in psychology and is a science fiction writer who also earns a comfortable living writing about co, rwth\n
C .commodore.ca
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A SIMULATED FANTASY

IT STARTED IN A SMALL GAME SHOP
IN LAKE GENEVA, WISCONSIN, AND
GREW TO BECOME A MULTIMILLION
DOLLAR INDUSTRY. IT°S THE STUFF
DREAMS ARE MADE CF.

ole-playing games (RPGs) are one of the fast-
est growing segments of the computer game
market. Dungeons & Dragons-type games,
such as the Phantasie, Ultima, Wizardry, and
Bard’s Tale series, and more recent computer
adaé)tions of paper-and-dice RPGs, such as Pool of
Radiance and Dragons of Flame, have had a tremen-
dous influence in the computer gaming world. But
did you know that fantasy role-playing and computer

adventures were both around even before the PC? »

B O B G U E R R A

LARRY ELMORE
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PLAYING WITH T1

A HARD.DRIVE ROR®

GAZETTE comMODORE 64/128

G6 COMPUTE N-O.VEE" M B E R 1" 95090
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